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In the Claims 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (cancelled) 

I. (cancelled) 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

II. (cancelled) 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 
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probabilities are less than or equal to a threshold value. calculated 

22 The method of Claim 20 where the correlation step is comprised of 

EST 8 ? f ^ 0f ? e 31 16351 time sIices « ^ P robabiIi ^ tf-t^S&a counts 
in the time slice came from background and determining whether at least two of me 
calculated probabilities are less than or equal to a threshold vX 

23. r«^; ThemethodofClaims20,21or 22 where the measuring step detects the 
counts occurring within a predetermined spectral window. 

24 ^ The method of Claim 23 where the spectral window is comprised of at 
least one energy channel. r 

(neW) A meth0d for detectiD S low-level radioactive sources moving past a 
detection apparatus comprising: 

Measuring the approximate number of radiation counts for each of a plurality of 
substantially distinct time slices occurring during the approximate time period that the 
radioactive source passes the apparatus; 

^Ki a S g i° r . T h ti ™ slice wWlin a subset <>f the plurality of time slices the 
probability that the radiation counts for the time slice came from background. 

26. (new) The method of Claims 25 where the subset size is between 1 and the 
number of tune slices in the plurality. 

H' <™> ™f ^th°<l of Claim 25 further comprising determining whether at least 
one of the calculated probabilities corresponding to the time slices in the subset are less 
than or equal to a threshold value. 

28 i* i J^ e ,™ ethod ° f CIaim 25 comprising determining whether all of the 

calculated probabilities corresponding to the time slices in the subset a?e less than or 
equal to a threshold value. 
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° tCMm * 27 M 28 «'"» *« si ~ » f *• — is in *. 
iU2£ ""*° d ° f ClataS * 27 OT 28 *• «— - -—red wfthia 
L JSJSSS - ° f ^ 30 *• 1 - of a, 

otStSTr 1 " 0 ' — «— ^ « <wo detect 



33. 



^rSTSS ? 2" J*"? 1116 Ration step is comprised of 



SSJSt eaCh ° f ? 84 if 1 ? ^ deteCt0re ' * e probabilit y *» ^tion counts 
ZLtlt *i ^background and detennining whether all of the calculated 
probabilities are less than a threshold value. 

34 (heM/; The method of Claim 32 where the correlation step is comprised of 

it!! , ° f ^ at If* two deteCtors ' 1,16 Polity that the radiation counts 

^^" e fr01 ? baC ^ gr ° Und 811(1 determining whether at least one of such 
calculated probabilities are less than a threshold value. 

oL, V ^ m ! th ° d ° f CIaims 32 > 33 or M where the measurement step detects 
counts within a predetermined spectral window. 

36 (new) The method of Claim 35 where the spectral window is comprised of at 
least one energy channel. 

37. (new) A method for detecting low-level radioactive sources moving past a 
detection apparatus comprising: 

Measuring the approximate number of radiation counts detected by a plurality of 
detectors comprising the apparatus; and 

^SJ^SS^ CaCh ° r a SUbS6t ° f Ae P luRdit y of detectors the probability 
that the radiation counts for that detector came from background. 

38. (new) The method of Claims 37 where the subset size is between 1 and the 
number of detectors in the plurality. 
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^ge JS?" ° f Claim 3 7 ' 39 ° r 40 ^-thesizeofthesubsetisinthe 
spectralSo^ ° f ^ 3? * 39 « 4 ° w ^ the co^ts are measured wi^ a 

least on^gjch^ 

w r "i eW; j ' I ?f/ neth0d ° f Claim 42 where ^ sP«!tna window is comprised of 
between 1 and 255 energy channels. 

45. (new) The method of Claim 42 where the number of energy channels used in the 
spectra window is determined by measuring the e 1 peak width as a function of peak 
channel number. r 

46. (new) A method for detecting low-level radioactive sources moving past a 
detection apparatus comprising: 

Measuring in each of the at least two detectors comprising the apparatus the individual 
approximate number of radiation counts during each of at least two time slices occurring 
approximately during the time period the source passes the apparatus; and 

Calculating a correlation of the measured counts with respect to a subset of the at least 
two time slices together with a subset of the at least two detectore. 

47. (new) The method of Claim 20 where the correlation step is comprised of 
determining whether the number of detected radiation counts in at least two of the time 
slices is greater than or equal to a threshold. 

4£ (new) The method of Claims 32 where the correlation step is comprised of 
determining whether the number of detected radiation counts in at least two of the 
detectors is greater than or equal to a threshold. 

49. (new) The method of Claim 27 where there is no calculating of probabilities 
step, and the determining step is whether at least two of the radiation counts 
corresponding to the subset are greater than or equal to a threshold 
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2o JhEa?" ° f 40 Where is no bating of probabilities 

step, and the aetermining step is whether all of the radiation counts correspond™ 2 > the 
subset are greater than or equal to a threshold. corresponding to the 

fJLJT") ^/"ffdrfCUm 20 where the correlation step is comprised of 
JfSSSSi^— h ? 6 * l6aSt ^ thne SUceS ' Ae P roba ^that theLiation counts 
L^-Sf 18 ^ 80TO ^ deteimi ^8 whether at least two of the calculated 
probabilities are greater than or equal to a threshold. 

54. {new) The method of Claims 32 where the correlation step is comprised of 
calculating for each of the at least two detectors, the probability that the radiation counts 
trom each detector is from a source and determining whether at least two of the 
calculated probabilities are greater than or equal to a threshold. 

55 (new) The method of Claim 25 where the first calculation step is calculating for 
each tone slice within a subset of the plurality of time slices the probability that the 
radiation counts for the time slice came from a source and the determining step is 
whether at least two the calculated probabilities corresponding to the time slices in the 
subset are greater than or equal to a threshold. 

56 (new) The method of Claim 25 where the first calculation step is calculating for 
each tune slice within a subset of the plurality of time slices the probability that the 
radiation counts for the time slice came from a source and the determining step is 
whether all of the calculated probabilities corresponding to the time slices in the subset 
are greater than or equal to a threshold. 

57. (new) The method of Claim 37 where the first calculation step is calculating for 
each detector within a subset of the plurality of detectors, the probability that the 
radiation counts from the detector came from a source and the determining step is 
whether at least two the calculated probabilities corresponding to the detectors in the 
subset are greater than or equal to a threshold. 

58 (new) The method of Claim 37 where the first calculation step is calculating for 
each detector within a subset of the plurality of the detectors the probability that the 
radiation counts from the detector came from a source and the determining step is 
whether all of the calculated probabilities corresponding to the detectors in the subset are 
greater than or equal to a threshold. 
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5* («*.) Them«hodofCla ims 21o r 39 W h ere <heU lres h„|di s b et w«nI0-' a „d 
Z iJT* ThemahoiofC1 ^ 22 or 40^ the threshold value is b«wee„ 10' 

61. (rtew^The method of Claims 20, 21 22 47 4Q so « j_ . 
slices are between about .05 seconds rtl££'$£f' * ^ ^ ^ 

62. (new) The method of Claims 20, 21 22 47 49 <?n « u . 
slice durations are less than about one-half oFme t^e 'jSod ' * °' 56 

fpp^^ST 115 ^ deteCting — Ve — moving past the 

^dla^ncou^r 0 ' 8eneralCS 6leCtriCal Signal 35 a result of its detecti <>" «f a 

At least one analyzer operatively coupled to the detector, where the analyzer determines 

toSZET nUm ^ 0f C0TOS P° n ding to at least onf^ S 

dunng at least one substanually distinct time slice during the approximate time period 
that the source passes the apparatus; and 

At least one control computer operatively connected to the at least one analyzer where the 
control computer contains in its internal memory a computer program that uses the 
detected counts as data and alerts a hit when the program calculates a high degree of 
correlation among the detected counts for a subset of either the at least two detectors or 
the at least two tune slices that is consistent with a radiation source. 

64 u J? eW) J h(i apparatus of claim 63 where the computer program calculates the 
probabilities for a spectral window comprised of at least one energy channel. 

65. (new) The apparatus of Claim 63 where the detectors are comprised of either 
cesium iodide or high-purity germanium. 

66. (new) An apparatus for detecting low-level radioactive sources moving past the 
apparatus comprising: r 

At least one detector that generates an electrical signal as a result of its detection of a 
radiation count; 

At least one analyzer, operatively coupled to the detector, where the analyzer determines 
die approximate number of radiation counts corresponding to at least one energy channel 
during at least one substantially distinct time slice during the approximate time period 
that the source passes the apparatus; and 
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